ggstar. , fficjfosaxi 

CctaKtlcslca l s first client Is the public, this publia 
acsasista primarily of cona sHIiccas of intelligent arid reasonably 
educated pocpla in iho T&ltsd States sad abroad v&4 are waiting 

to dsfsg^&d of ih§ £aat<i of the nss^skt&tkm, &S President %ems£? 

b 

sad the eonc&uslana of the CcE&ission os to who did it and why* The 

j. 

Ckssaiosioa Staff has ora* of tfcs soot remrlssibla opportunities in oar 
hictcscy to attaspt to reconstruct sod explain a great historic event 

i 

of tha roae&t past* This Is the esewsaaa of the historical approach* 

• I ■ 

This is the approach that will fcsva the asst sasanirg for the publle 
and will east catlofactorily discharge the Coacdneioa’s obligation 

i • » 

to tha ooaatry* 

The report of the taadsaloa will ha a esa jor historical doouesai 
«» gcvxi os it is published*. Xt should also ha that d ef i n i t ive history 
of tha event* for ©o fate© scholar or grwp of scholars will over 
hava the ass® rcEsarhshlo opportunities for research, and writing as 
have been afforded tha Caasdosica Staff*', The report will shape tha 
fo-twvtng of the public and oraater tha basic historical tradition of 
the event for posterity* The Ccrgaissioa Staff has tha grave rospceoal* J 
fcllity of preparing a roportthat will f u l fill those proper end 


V; 


.V 


daslrahla chjsotlvsfs. 

The resarJsahla aspect of this report is. that there exists the 
opportunity to gather first-hand iiforoatioa about a greet event* 
nftar tha event* to a dagreo scldo s a if eve? ©qjj&allod 
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|r\ past.. Prissasy sourcca sro the stuff of history* and the 
strength of the report tdll rest diisaieSy oa the ^rfccaat to ^ilch 

I 

the IxsTccsatlaa is occ^xlcrto did on the c frill did Jufesssnst dth 
vfi'.iA'h it ta evaluated. Clear evidence is the only j^asme by ufliioh to 


establish historical facts* and' this ropert raust £5^ak to the puhlio 
through footer that , are eerrangoS* earphseisod* and generalised to give 
to ftonghaad and aanfusing hftP33alliiSa* 

It is the profoasdcHWl cad patriotic duty* sad the casaconead 
iKtoatlcai* of the Cooaiasioa Staff to tall the ebole truth about the 
essasdasUoa of President Kezasedy. Sherd is cocpkato agresswnt that 
the report be as honest* sceurstc* and objective so it is hcs&enly 

■j 1 

pogujjjjg g y& iaft it* It ss&uet include both sides issow sad dearly 

distinguish foot frea hypothesis. 

Eesiastidly* this report shodd be a narrative* and wsibers of 
the staff rssaiad thesssolvos that it is intended for the pafibUo 

«md not far labors or historian*.' F<atunstd3r* because the event* 

' is codc^od vtltb resarlcable tsnity ha t|n> and spaos* it should bo 
• gfwp’fo to aadtotaia a msm ctf ehroology sod to place the occuxreaaes 


la their proper contest* 

to create a continuous end tightly-^OT^a enalyticsl narrative 
is isporetive if the report is to achieve asy distinction beyond 
that Press its subject*. • She radti-mitlsn^hip of the report 

creates a prcMUsa la re al i sin g the high degree of unity tddeh is 
desirable* Tba tas& of ^saving the report into an integrated «UoOUi 
%^ve f n ii p ffpairfiy oa ibo editors* but the authors are in « positive to 


mice this task easier by keeping slafl/- m tfcs$r kxito, the" 
relctteship of tfcolr seotiora of tiss report to other section* tx& 
to. the shole report* Xhlo presupposes s aftstaatiia 'lxatdad&-&,4ii' 

f r s . - 

sections of the report by oil of -th© authors* 

]3fta gogaircsoat far occapacsy la so semaant that 

• fm x$§m t&U rn&m$ U && joist to m M&nsdm 

y 

wwlaw ana critieiso m ery doovm at of oodksnx tiant* PXscrtoinatioa 
la detorstolag «o4 vnlz« ; ,ti»'fltcaqea8t first-fcosid sources i* ftodcmxtal* 
®* report sill fc* naeh aoj* cutset to crlticisa on its geoeralc 
ijsations than on its facta, Xa iwonatractirjg &od explaining the events 
andar investigation* it will h© nooosoaxy to mafa ? g orrfmt 1 ! f ^ 
toosi i»gly, 2h© <pootioa crises ishethar generalisation* «wi^ (x) he 
licdted strlotiy to tbo CKpositicsa of the historical subject mttcr 
uadsr investigation* ia its osa catting* or (a) efe«fl4 deliberately 

go b^Gssd this setting la order to isdlcato ijatoxa^Laticsa elth ante** 

-♦ 

oodcat, concurrent* cod ceihse^uaat ©vests* fiants?a , i<«tA ^<> ^ of the 
■ ^* 3PS ^ cotagcsy* for instance those relating to (km2d*& actions, ****<* 

■fee dress* fnsa the subject setter of the t^frvg 

investigated*- 

Ca acr ail ga tiODS of the eaccnd category* t@r contrast* xtahld 
Staxlv* brosd intsrpretativo cyirtitosea* A discussion of the atraosphar* . 
of hate 2a the Gaited states v?ou!4 fall into the asKyrad category* Xt 
«ould go far beyond the ©vast ia both tia» and place* Placing the 

i 

mmmixjstdm in « tooadfeo? Idetarical sotting ty drosiag fumrttirtq «£4 
smlogieo to it 2a otbsr time or places cf the post »**«* Involve* 



• £j«* 


. - rlsQdaz bread totcrprertotiva eyxtoaoos. Farallcds tdia other 
essaa^attoas, especially that of Idwwto, could load to broader 
20aaraXl«Qti<Si3 that go bay cad too Isasodiata subject* Sba eltor- 
nativo would be a&gOy to present too facto ctf previous assassins- 

ticca sad ©ttas^ta on tf* S. Prcaldoato without seeking to gsnaraliac 
fixsa toosu^ 

/ . 

If tha report is to Inaluda brood gesooraLU^atiom that go hqyoad 

too iaoQdiata event, they should bo carefully worded and supported by 

strong «vidanae» 2hia will cot preclude criticise, but it will retjuira 

a aajor effort V critics too want a respo<rtft& be^ t ^ 

Finally, it is doalrubGLa toot tbs people too write and edit the 

report should have viesaad toe scenes about tolch they are writing* 

This not only salats for core effective writing:, especially description, 

twt it cm accent toe sir cf autoalty tost to® report have* 

,. , :' *t a ^ SD iB^ortant that too Ccsaieaica visit Balias* For too report 

■ to be issued without any of tbs Ccra&oslcffiers having visited Pallas, ■ 

®lgkt well forfeit is sosaa degses toe ripest fi cxr sod I 

• » , 

; th® report* Forsoasl ac^yaatotonsa with too scene of too 

■4 

■ T th# reporito soundness, tooro^ssboo^ - ; -. ■ 




Alfred Ctoldborg 
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